CHAPTER V.
GERMANY: THE STRUCTURE OF THE EMPIRE,

CHERBULIEZ has remarked that most countries which
have grown in size have started with a com-
of Geriramy pact territory and increased it by absorbing
Holy Roman the adjacent lands, but that Prussia began
with her frontiers and afterwards filled in
between them. The statement is almost literally true,
for early in the seventeenth century the Electors of
Brandenburg, who were the ancestors of the Kings of
Prussia, acquired the large Duchy of Prussia on the
Baltic and the Duchy of Cleves on the Rhine, posses-
sions which form to-day very nearly the extreme limits
of the Prussian monarchy on the east and west. At
that time these duchies did not touch the Electors'
other territories, and in fact until less than thirty years
ago several States were so wedged in among the Prus-
sian dominions as to cut the kingdom quite in two.
Nor was this the case with Prussia alone. The whole
map of Germany as it stood in the last century was a
mass of patches of different color mingled together in
bewildering confusion. Not only were some of the prin-
cipalities inconceivably small, but they often consisted in
part of outlying districts at a distance from one another,
and entirely surrounded by the estates of some other
potentate. The cause of such a state of things is to be